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                                             “supporting children’s rights to play, care and learning” 

SOSCN News 
SOSCN MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
SOSCN is now offering a free E-membership for services and individuals in return for some basic 
information which is necessary for collating national statistics. (Please note paper memberships are still 
available at £30 per year. Local authority memberships remain at £125. Services which are currently 
members will receive paper copies until their current membership expires.) 
 
Individual managers, playworkers, management committee members, development officers, students 
and anyone with an interest in out of school care in Scotland can join and ensure that they receive up-to-
date information affecting the sector. Get your free e-membership today by joining online; it only takes a 
couple of minutes:  
www.soscn.org/membership  
 

TRAINING UPDATE 
FREE – Physical Activity Training Sessions 
This training looks at barriers to physical activity, how these can be overcome and the importance of it for 
supporting the healthy development of children. Services attending will receive copies of Active Club Pack 
and Set4Sport resources. Both of these have been designed to be delivered with limited equipment and 
prior knowledge or expertise in delivering physical activity. The trainer will support participants by talking 
them through the packs and demonstrating some of the activities that can be undertaken.  
 

FREE – Getting It Right For Every Child (GIRFEC) Training Sessions 
Getting It Right For Every Child is a national initiative designed to deliver early intervention support to 
children and families who may be in need of additional help- all services providing support to children and 
families need to be aware of what GIRFEC is, the processes and models associated with it and what this 
means in terms of practice.  
 
The training SOSCN is offering provides an overview of what is meant by GIRFEC, the Safe Healthy 
Achieving Nurtured Active Respected Responsible Included (SHANARRI) wellbeing indicators, the 
processes and systems involved and what this means in terms of practice and service delivery for out of 
school care services. This training has already been delivered across Scotland since mid-November with 
excellent feedback. 
 
Primarily both training sessions are being delivered to clusters of out of school care services: local 
networks, local forums or services with multiple sites. If you are a member of a local network, 
manager of a large multiple-site service or a support/development officer within a local authority and 
you are interested in having these training sessions delivered locally please contact Andrew 
Shoolbread: training@soscn.org If you can provide the venue, we can provide the training and 
resources. 
 

ADDITIONAL TRAINING SESSIONS/RESEARCH DELIVERED BY SOSCN 
SOSCN also offers a number of training sessions which can be purchased for delivery locally to out of 
school care workers, management committees or develop staff. We can also tailor sessions specifically to 
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the requirements of a service or local authority. Sessions include: business planning; supervision and 
appraisal; play and playwork principles; management and governance; responsibilities in school-age 
childcare, as well as a variety of craft workshops.  SOSCN also has qualified and experienced social 
researchers who have undertaken qualitative and quantitative research- if you have a research project 
which requires skilled researchers then we might be able to undertake it for you. We are also trained in 
doing direct research with children. 
 

SOSCN Workforce Survey 
Now in its 6th year- our annual workforce survey has now been published. Below are some headline 
statistics for each worker category: 
 
Lead Practitioner 
The “average” lead practitioner is 45 years old, employed for 28 hours (term-time) and 32 hours (holiday-
time), earning £10.75 per hour (pay range of responses: £6.50 - £16.50 per hour) and has been employed 
in out of school care for 12 years. 90% see out of school care as a career and 88% are either very or fairly 
satisfied with their job. 
 
Practitioner 
The “average” practitioner is 34 years old, employed for 20 hours (term-time) and 27 hours (holiday-time), 
£8.12 per hour (pay range of responses: £4.78 - £12.07 per hour)  and has been employed in out of school 
care for 6 years.  77% see out of school care as a career and 94% are either very or fairly satisfied with 
their job. 
 
Support Worker 
The “average” support worker is 32 years old, employed for 14 hours (term-time) and 21 hours (holiday-
time), earning £7.43 per hour (pay range of responses: £5.75 - £9.20 per hour) and has been employed in 
out of school care for 4 years. 45% see out of school care as a career, and 94% are either very or fairly 
satisfied with their job. 
 

Government News 
Letter of Support for SOSCN & School-aged Childcare from Minister for Children & 
Young People 
SOSCN invited Aileen Campbell MSP, Minister for Children and Young People to attend our seminar and 
AGM held on the 28th November and although the Minister was unable to attend she sent a letter of 
support. In the letter the Minister says: 
 
“I appreciate the excellent work that the Scottish Out of School Care Network does to support out of school 
care providers across Scotland. The information and advice you provide to the sector is invaluable. The work 
you do contributes significantly towards the Scottish Government’s ambition to make Scotland the best place 
in the world for children to grow up.  
 
As you are aware, the Children And Young People Bill proposes to provide 600 hours of funded early learning 
and care for all 3 and 4 year olds, looked after 2 year olds and 2 year olds under a kinship care order. This is a 
major step towards the Scottish Government’s long-term objective to deliver flexible, accessible and 
affordable early learning and childcare that meets the needs of all children and their families. Alongside the 
Bill, there are a number of policy groups drafting statutory guidance, ensuring quality and exploring a long 
term vision for childcare in Scotland. I would like to thank SOSCN for your valued contribution to these 
groups.   
… 
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We have very clear priorities for early years, but I know that children, parents and carers also benefit greatly 
from the support of out of school care. While the Children and Young people Bill and the (Independent 
Scotland) White Paper focus on childcare for pre-primary children, I am absolutely clear and committed to 
considering childcare for school aged children. That is why I announced that I would ask the Early Years 
Taskforce to help support families with school aged children. This request will be formally made when the 
Taskforce next meets and of course, I will invite SOSCN to attend and present to the Taskforce at a future 
meeting”.   
 

Early Years Collaborative- Workstream 5 (Children aged 5- 8 years old) 
In September it was announced that an additional workstream (5) would be added to the Early Years 
Collaborative which would be looking at the best outcomes for school-age children up to and including 8 
years old, which of course will include school-age childcare.   
 
About the Early Years Collaborative: http://www.earlyyearscollaborative.co.uk/about-the-collaborative  
 

Early Years Taskforce to look at School-age Childcare 
As noted in her letter, the Minister announced at the start of November that the Early Years Taskforce will 
in the future be looking at school-age childcare, and not just pre-school childcare.  In her public 
announcement on 5th November, Ms Campbell said: 
 

“We have clearly demonstrated our ambition to make Scotland the best place to grow up and transform the 

care available for young children. Now we want to enlist the Early Years Taskforce to look at the best 

examples of out of school care and how that could be delivered across Scotland. 

“Since the taskforce was formed in 2011 it has brought together an incredible range of expertise and shaped 

how we deliver family services across the country. This has been done through sharing the best examples and 

showcasing the successful results from all council and NHS regions.  

“With the help of the professionals on the taskforce we have achieved incredible things for families and young 

people but we have ambition to do even more. Out of school care is hugely important for the wellbeing and 

development of children in school, as well supporting parents with employment. That is why I want the Early 

Years Taskforce to consider this issue and recommend what more can be done.” 
 
Much of SOSCN’s policy work in the past year, especially our expert symposium on school-age 
childcare (held in January 2013), as well as our participation and membership of a number of working 
groups relating to the Children and Young People’s Bill, has ensured that school-age childcare is once 
again on the political agenda at the national level.  

Consultations 
Scottish Government – Children and Young People’s Bill – Update 
The Children and Young People’s Bill has now been debated and passed at Stage 1 by the Scottish 
Parliament, there are two further stages to go before the legislation is fully approved. The Stage 2 
consideration is on the 17th December 2013. The Bill is likely to be passed before the summer of 2014.  
SOSCN, alongside national partner organisations, is involved in collaborative lobbying on improving the 
provisions of the Bill in relation to early learning and childcare for vulnerable 2 year olds and for school age 
childcare to be included.   
 
As outlined in the Minister’s letter, when the Bill is passed, parents will be able to access 600 hours of free 
early learning and childcare for 3 and 4 year olds and looked after 2 year olds, with considerable 
investment to ensure this is delivered.  In our view, at this stage now, it does look like the CYP Bill will 
likely stick to these commitments already made for younger children, however, we will continue to lobby 
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with our partners and are heartened to see school age childcare receiving considerable attention in all of 
the debates and in the Minister’s plans outlined above. 
 
The CYP Bill covers far more than early learning and childcare; the GIRFEC training we offer is directly 
related to the legislation, which will put into statute the whole GIRFEC approach across all children’s 
services. There is a proposed expansion of the role of the Scottish Commissioner for Children and Young 
People and a focus on children’s rights. There are good proposals for extending further support to children 
and young people in care or looked after. SOSCN welcomes all of this and we are involved on sub groups 
of the Early Years Task Force in developing the provision and guidance for the Bill. 
 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/legislation/proposed-bill 
NB On the right hand side of this web page, there are easy read fact sheets on all aspects of the Bill. 
 

Publications 
National Play Strategy Action Plan 
Following on from the government’s publication in June of the National Play Strategy, an Action Plan has 
been published to support the outcomes of the strategy. SOSCN was involved in the development of the 
action plan and has a role, as do all school-age childcare services, in delivering the best play opportunities 
for children as set-out in the document. 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/10/9424  
 

Together: State of Children’s Rights 
In November Together (Scottish Alliance for Children’s Rights) published The State of Children's Rights 
Report 2013; this is a non-government review on the extent to which children in Scotland are able to 
enjoy their rights enshrined in the UNCRC. It reflects on the past year since the publication of Together's 
2012 State of Children's Rights report and discusses what progress has been made and where further 
efforts are needed. 
 
The State of Children's Rights report 2013 identifies a number of steps that should be taken to strengthen 
the implementation of the UNCRC across Scotland. These are referred to as 'recommendations' in the 
report and are directed towards a number of agencies, with the majority specifically for the Scottish 
Government. SOSCN was one of the organisations which contributed to the report. 
 
Download the report: http://togetherscotland.org.uk/pdfs/TogetherReport2013.pdf   

Other News 
Calling all play workers! Play in Scotland Survey 
Extended deadline: Wednesday 18th December 
Play Scotland is asking everyone involved in play in Scotland to complete a questionnaire to better 
understand the character of the sector and the nature of the key challenges it faces in the current time. 
The survey can be completed online and takes 10 - 20 minutes to complete. Dr John McKendrick (Play 
Scotland Board of Directors and of Glasgow Caledonian University) is managing this work. 
 
As out of school care is the largest sector providing play opportunities for school-age children in Scotland 
it is important that your voice is heard. Please share this with your contacts.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Scottish_Play_Barometer_2013 
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